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SUBJECT: AGREEMENT ON THE PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR 

TEXT OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 
THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ON THE PREVENTION 
OF NUCLEAR WAR 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, HEREIN AFTER REFERRED TO AS THE PARTIES 

GUIDED BY THE OBJECTIVES OF STRENGTHENING WORLD PEACE 
AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, 
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CONSCIOUS THAT NUCLEAR WAR WOULD HAVE DEVASTATING CON- 
SEQUENCES FOR MANKIND, 

PROCEEDING FROM THE DESIRE TO BRING ABOUT CONDITIONS 
IN WHICH THE DANGER OF AN OUTBREAK OF NUCLEAR WAR ANYWHERE 
IN THE WORLD WOULD BE REDUCED AND ULTIMATELY ELIMINATED, 

PROCEEDING FROM THEIR OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE CHARTER OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS REGARDING THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE, RE- 
FRAINING FROM THE THREAT OR USE OF FORCE, AND THE AVOIDANCE 
OF WAR, AND IN CONFORMITY WITH THE AGREEMENTS TO WHICH EI- 
THER PARTY HAS SUBSCRIBED, 

PROCEEDING FROM THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS SIGNED IN MOSCOW ON 29 MAY 1972, 

REAFFIRMING THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE USA AND THE USSR IS NOT DIRECTED AGAINST OTHER COUNTRIES 
AND THEIR INTERESTS, 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE I 

THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION AGREE THAT AN 
OBJECTIVE OF THEIR POLICIES IS TO REMOVE THE DANGER OF 
NUCLEAR WAR AND OF THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

ACCORDINGLY, THE PARTIES AGREE THAT THEY WILL ACT IN 
SUCH A MANNER AS TO PREVENT THE DEVELOPMENT OF SITUATIONS 
CAPABLE OF CAUSING A DANGEROUS EXACERBATION OF THEIR RELA- 
TIONS, AS TO AVOID MILITARY CONFRONTATIONS, AND AS TO 
EXCLUDE THE OUTBREAK OF NUCLEAR WAR BETWEEN THEM AND BE- 
TWEEN EITHER OF THE PARTIES AND OTHER COUNTRIES. 

ARTICLE II 

THE PARTIES AGREE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE I AND 
TO REALIZE THE OBJECTIVE STATED IN THAT ARTICLE, TO PRO- 
CEED FROM THE PREMISE THAT EACH PARTY WILL REFRAIN FROM 
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THE THREAT OR USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE OTHER PARTY, AGAINST 
THE ALLIES OF THE OTHER PARTY AND AGAINST OTHER COUNTRIES, 

IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH MAY ENDANGER INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
AND SECURITY. THE PARTIES AGREE THAT THEY WILL BE GUIDED 
BY THESE CONSIDERATIONS IN THE FORMULATION OF THEIR FOR- 
EIGN POLICIES AND IN THEIR ACTIONS IN THE FIELD OF INTER- 
NATIONAL RELATIONS. 
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ARTICLE III 

THE PARTIES UNDERTAKE TO DEVELOP THEIR RELATIONS 
WITH EACH OTHER AND WITH OTHER COUNTRIES IN A WAY CON 
SISTENT WITH THE PURPOSES OF THIS AGREEMENT. 

ARTICLE IV 



IF AT ANY TIME RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES OR BE- 
TWEEN EITHER PARTY AND OTHER COUNTRIES APPEAR TO INVOLVE THE 
RISK OF A NUCLEAR CONFLICT, OR IF RELATIONS BETWEEN COUNTRIES 
NOT PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT APPEAR TO INVOLVE THE RISK OF 



NUCLEAR WAR BETWEEN THE USA AND THE USSR OR BETWEEN 
EITHER PARTY AND OTHER COUNTRIES, THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE SOVIET UNION, ACTING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS 
OF THIS AGREEMENT, SHALL IMMEDIATELY ENTER INTO URGENT 
CONSULTATIONS WITH EACH OTHER AND MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO 
AVERT THIS RISK. 

ARTICLE V 

EACH PARTY SHALL BE FREE TO INFORM THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE GOVERNMENTS OF ALLIED OR OTHER 
COUNTRIES OF THE PROGRESS AND OUTCOME OF CONSULTATIONS 
INITIATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE IV OF THIS AGREEMENT. 

ARTICLE VI 

NOTHING IN THIS AGREEMENT SHALL AFFECT OR IMPAIR: 
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( A) THE INHERENT RIGHT OF INDIVIDUAL OR COLLECTIVE 
SELF- DEFENSE AS ENVISAGED BY ARTICLE 51 OF THE CHARTER OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS, 

( B) THE PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS, INCLUDING THOSE RELATING TO THE MAINTENANCE OR 
RESTORATION OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY, AND 

( C) THE OBLIGATIONS UNDERTAKEN BY EITHER PARTY TOWARDS 
ITS ALLIES OR OTHER COUNTRIES IN TREATIES, AGREEMENTS, AND 
OTHER APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS. 

ARTICLE VII 
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THIS AGREEMENT SHALL BE OF UNLIMITED DURATION. 

ARTICLE VIII 

THIS AGREEMENT SHALL ENTER INTO FORCE UPON SIGNATURE. 

DONE AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON ON JUNE 22, 1973, 

IN TWO COPIES, EACH IN THE ENGLISH AND IN THE RUSSIAN 
LANGUAGES, BOTH TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC. 

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: FOR THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS: 



PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
OF AMERICA CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE 

CPSU ROGERS 
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